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by such a standard one may say that Lloyd George had
travelled much, and read more* It is almost amusing to en-
counter the wondering admiration with which a London
newspaper, in the year in which he first entered Parliament,
stated the fact that he had read every word of Gibbon's
Decline and Fall of tie Roman Empire. The statement was in
fact true: indeed, not only had he perused the whole of that
supremely great work, but he had a most thorough and de-
tailed knowledge of it. Years later, when he was Prime
Minister, he was one day out walking with a famous classical
scholar, and a dispute relating to some point of Roman
history arose between them* Lloyd George quoted Gibbon
in support of his view, and upon reaching home was able to
take down the right volume from the shelf and instantly
place his finger upon the passage* A man who was his
fellow-clerk at the solicitor's office at Portmadoc has recorded
the fact that Lloyd George used to have on his desk a copy
of Hallam's Constitutional History of England into which he
would eagerly dip during every spare moment in the course
of die day* Of poetry, ielles^lettre^ and fiction, his knowl-
edge was, perhaps, scanty; but in his chosen fields of history,
biography and travel, his conquests were wide and deep;
and his marvellously retentive memory enabled him to
master once and for all the contents of all the books which
he read*
During his early years, poverty made it impossible for
Lloyd George ever to travel abroad, Even his January
honeymoon had perforce to be spent at the mercy of the
ungetual weather of this country. But even as a boy he had
been in the habit of devouring every book of travel upon
which he could lay his hands; and he had dreamed of a time
coming when he, too, would be able to visit those scenes of
enchantment beyond the seas, The day was long in arriving j
but when come it did, he made full use of his opportunities,